THE NATURE 
CONSERVANCY 


CONNECTICUT CHAPTER NEWSLETTER 


Volume iL No. 1 ” . February 1968 


THE CATHEDRAL PINES 


Late last year The Nature Con- 
servancy received a splendid gift from 
the heirs of Mr. John E. Calhoun - Mrs. 
Jean C. Bacon, Mr. John C. Calhoun, and 
Mr. Frank E. Calhoun - in the form of a 
new preserve: The Cathedral Pines. This 
notable stand of old-growth white pines 
lies about half a mile south of the 
village of Cornwall and is well known’ to ~ a CORNWALL 
people all over the State. VILLAGE 


It was selected in 1956 as one 


| VS 
of six areas in Connecticut of especial 
ical interest and writte i | 
botannical in nd wri n up in THE CATHEDRAL PINES ASS 


the Connecticut Arboretum Bulletin (No. SS APPALACHIAN 
9) as "one of the best examples of old : yy TRAIL 
growth white pine in Connecticut and © y, ; 5s 4 

perhaps in New England." The Bulletin 4 SY)... x. 
mentions that the stand was acquired i 

by Mr. John E. Calhoun in 1883 to save , 

the trees from being sold and lumbered. 

Prior owners had cut trees very spar- 

ingly and Mr. Calhoun allowed none to be 

cut except for salvage. 

Today the white pines will range this beautiful area. Although a second- 
between 100-155 feet in height and 167- ary hard-topped road skirts the western 
187 years in age. Growing up among them side of the grove, the full impact of the 
are some large hemlocks and scattered timber can only be obtained by traversing 
hardwoods. the tract on the trail. 

An old orchard and steeply sloped: ~ The citizens of our State should 
hills border this 42-acre preserve, and be deeply grateful to the Calhoun family 

-a lovely ravine winds through the deep for this benefaction. . 
woods. The Tract is traversed by the Appa- 
lachian Trails, which gives added signi- - Dr. Richard H. Goodwin 


ficance to the permanent protection of 


CONNECTICUT Cc HAPTER H EAD QUARTERS 

The. Connecticut ens of The 
Nature Conservancy whas established héad- 
quarters ‘to ‘house’ "its increasing activ- 
ities and“ program:affairs’at 151 Brook- 
dale Road, Stamford, Connecticut 06903. 
Our Chapter ChaixmanjChanhie. Clark, in, . 
announcing this opening has also stated 
that he plans to spend Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at the office from 9:00 - 4:30. 
Members are encouraged to drop in for a 
chat. (However, it would be advisable to 
call first - 322-9148 is our temporary 
number - since Conservancy business does 
take our Chairman away from the office 
on occasions.) 


The space made available for the 
Chapter is located in the Main House at 
the Bartlett Arboretum of the University 
of Connecticut, a 62-acre tract on the 
west side of State Highway Route 137 
(Exit 35 on the Merritt a) in North 
Stamford. 


Our Chairman notes that the follow- 
items are needed to equip the office: 
- Two-drawer steel file cabinet 
- Wooden table about 3'x6' 

- Small bookcase, about 3' wide 
- Pencil sharpener 

- Fireplace screen, 40'' wide 

- Large size mailbox 


Anyone who would care to donate any of 
these items, contact our Chairman at the 
Chapter office. 


(aR SRS RS ENT TREE 
TNC NATIONAL CONFERENCE 


Our Connecticut Chapter members 
ere! be pleased to note that the 19th 
National Conference and Annual Meeting of 
The Nature Conservancy will be hosted 
this year by the Long Island Chapter. 
Tentative plans are to have the Conference 
at South Hampton on the Eastern end of 
Long Island. Be sure to save the dates of 
August 23, 24 and 24; we hope to have a 
large delegation from Connecticut.: 
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FUNDS. FOR OPEN SPACE 


Up until December 31st, 1967, when- 
ever a piece of real estate was trans- 
ferred in owner ship by. sale, the value of 
the sale was taxed by the pedeant Govern- 
ment. This tax was implemented by an 
Internal Revenue Stamp in the amount of 
$1.00 per $1,000 worth of value trans- 
ferred. By legislative action, this no 
longer is paid to the IRS; rather, the 
towns now collect this amount as local tax 
revenues. 


The Town of Greenwich, at’a recent 
town meeting, voted to put these new 
funds into a special account to be used 
for the sole purpose of acquiring land 
for the Town of Greenwich. This is an 
excellent way of establishing funds for 
needed acquisitions in the future. The 
townsfolk are to be commended for not 
letting this new revenue source simply be 
lost in the general funds of the town. 


As land transfers increase in any 
given town, it is almost axiomatic that 
the need to preserve unique natural 
areas and open space for a number of 
needs will become more critical. 


Perhaps our Conservation Commis- 
sions and local concerned citizens in 
each town could carry this idea one step 
further - i.e. to recommend that such a 
special account be set aside for open 
Space acquisitions, for natural areas 
adjacent to schools, for town natural 
areas - and not be used for land that 
will be converted to man-made structures 
such as added school buildings, munici- 
pal buildings, parking lots and the like. 
The growth of such an account in the 
town funds would make much greater the 
possibility of entering into Open Space 
matching fund programs offered at ene 
state and federal levels. 


OAK LEAF AWARD 


One of The Nature Conservancy 
National Oak Leaf Awards of 1967 was 
presented to our immediate past Chapter 
Chairman, Mrs. Agnew Talcott. Con- 
gratulations, Shirley: 


SF PAR ESE OS EES 


THE VALUES OF NATURAL AREAS 


Since there are many mis- 
conceptions as to just what we mean 
by a natural area, let me propose a 
definition. It is a tract of land set 
aside to remain as free as possible 
from human interference and to be used 
for educational, scientific and cultur- 
al purposes. This means no hunting, 
lumbering, mass recreation, aerial 
spraying with pesticides or changes in 
the water table. Let us briefly ex- 
amine each of these values. 


Education Values: Natural 
Areas are living museums - exhibits 
of the plant, animal and mineral world. 
Each one is a "show case" different 
from every other, just as are the 
world's great works of art. They rep- 
resent our Rembrandts in the natural 
world. They are on a par with our 
historical monuments and should be 
treated with great care; interpreted by 
guided tours and descriptive brochures 
such as those recently published by the 
Conn. Geological & Natural History Survey 
on Connecticut Natural Areas. Such 
tracts of land are of especial value 
to the public schools where’ students 
can study the past history,:.the more 
recent patterns of land use and the 
present dynamics of plant and animal 
world. They serve as indispensable out- 
door laboratories - every school should 
have one available for they are invalu- 
able in relating man to the land. 


Scientific Values: To the 
scientist they serve as the controls 
or standards against which all man- 
agement of the natural environment 
can be compared and evaluated. They 
are areas unique to science where chan- 
ges in the plant and animal populations 
can be evaluated with time as a basic 
perimeter. After 10 years of such 
studies in the Natural Areas at the 
Connecticut Arboretum, the data are re- 
vealing fascinating information about 
what happens when man merely protects 
and allows only natural forces to mold 
an area. 


VALUES ... (cont. 
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-LANTERN HILL 


The Lantern Hill Trust is con- 
tinuing activities in an attempt to 
protect. Lantern Hill from destruction 
by strip mining. This high, unusual 
and picturesque promontory of South- 
eastern Connecticut Located in North 
Stonington, continues to be the ob- 
ject of proposed programs in coopera- 
tion with three governmental levels - 
local, state, and federal. 


Worthy of preservation, his- 
torically, geologically, recreationally, 
and’ scenically - Lantern Hill is a 
highlight on the Narrangansett Trail 
section of the Connecticut Blue Trail 
System. Regular Sunday hikes up the Hill 
will be scheduled by the Lantern Hill 
Trust this Spring and Summer. Any group 
of persons wishing a guided hike by a 
member of the Lantern Hill Trust is in- 
vited to write to Richard M. Bowers, 
Chairman of the Lantern Hill Trust, 

Box 147, Old Mystic, Connecticut 06372. 


el ni ane ae 


TNC ers APPOINTED 


HERB HILLER of the National Office 
of The Nature Conservancy has been ap- 


_ pointed Northeast Representative to help 


Chapters in this area with their pro- 
jects. 


KAY GAINES - Mrs. Thomas Gaines of 
Stamford, Connecticut - has been appoin- 
ted to handle Public Relations for the 
Connecticut Chapter. . 


ae reece eee ee 
VALUES ... (cont.) 


Cultural Values: We are living 
in an increasingly crowded world. Over- 
population and urban sprawl are part of 
our age. There is an increasing need 
for open space and privacy. Such spots 
are becoming increasingly rare. How- 
ever, it is in such areas of quiet and 
solitude that man can gain new strength. 
Man has evolved from the natural world - 
he needs contact with it for sound de- 
velopment and survival. 


Excerpts from a speech given 
June 1967 by Dr. William A. Niering. 
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NEW FACILITIES AID IN RESEARCH WORK 


The Forest Insect and Disease 
Research Laboratory, a facility of 
the Northeastern Forest Experiment 
Station (U.S.Department of Agricul- 
ture) has relocated in new facilities 
at Hamden, Connecticut. Their current 
program is concerned with one major 
problem - diebacks and declines of 
northeastern trees. 


Dr. A. E. Walters, Director of 
the Lab, pointed out the need for an 
ecological approach to this problem 
for "many adverse environmental factors 
such as changing water tables, air pol- 
lution, defoliations, scabs, etc., can 
be involved in the ultimate demise of 
certain trees."" Much of the current 
work has been in the study and devel- 
opment of truly effective biological 
means of controlling forest pests. 


Field work for their research 
is done on tracts of permanent owner - 
ship (as in state or national forests) 
throughout the state. One such tract 
is our TNC project - Burnham Brook. 


The Trustees and officers of the 
Connecticut Chapter met at the Lab for 
their January Executive Committee meet- 
ing in order to become better acquainted 
with the interesting work being done at 
the station. In addition to the labs, 
we explored an extensive forestry li- 
brary that the Lab makes available for 
use by those interested in forest ecol- 
ogy. 
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CONNECTICUT WETLANDS FUND . 


Concern about preserving Connec- 
ticut's wetlands has culminated recent- 
ly in an anonymous gift to The Nature 
Conservancy of $25,000 to be used spec- 
ifically for loans to aid in the acqui- 
sition of coastal wetlands in Connecticut. 
This fund will be administered. by the | 
National organization in collaboration | 
with a special Wetlands Committee of the 
Connecticut Chapter consisting of: 


Dr. Richard H. Goodwin, Dr. William H. 
Smith, Mrs. Agnew Talcott, and Charles A. 
Clark, ex officio. 


If this committee could oe. of | 
help in the acquisition of coastal 


wetlands in your town, do contact them. 
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~ TAINE MOUNTAIN 


The Editor wishes to make : a 
correction in the listing of Natural | 
Areas of the Connecticut Chapter en- 
closed with the last Newsletter 
(November 1967). The Portion of 
the Taine Mountain Preserve known as 
the Washer Tract was acquired by 
purchase. not by gift. in 1963 
Annual payments of $2,000 are being © 
made on this 108-acre tract. Anyone. 
interested in supporting this acqui-— 
sition should contact either John | 
Dunning or James R. Parker of the 
Taine Mountain Project Committee. | 
Both may be addressed at Punch Brook 
Road, Burlington, Connecticut. 


USAGE LEDS SRE ADS AR A RS EES, 


THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 


National Office: 1522 K Street, NW 


Newsletter Editor: 


Washington, D. C. 20005 


Conn. Chapter Office: 151 Brookdale Rd. 
Stamford, Conn. 06903 


Mr. Charles A. Clark 
2 Mortimer Drive 


Chapter Chairman: 


Old Greenwich, Conn. 


06780 ' 


Mrs. Richard M. Bowers 
Box 147 

Old Mystic, Conn. 06372 
Any material published in this Newsletter may be 


reprinted without permission; credit would be — 
appreciated. 


The Editor invites any comments concerning, 
or articles for, the Chapter Newsletter . 


